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November 8, 2010
DISCUSSION PROMPTS
TABLE #5

Discuss the following and jot down the ideas, answers, suggestions, or thoughts of your group.  Again, PLEASE be honest.
1. What are all the issues you can think of that students may experience that could cause them to be depressed?





2. What is the most pressing issue?




3. How important is the teacher’s role in handling bullying?  Trying to handle a bullying situation without compromising the trust of the victim and possibly subjecting them to further bullying can be difficult.  What suggestions do you have in terms of how bullying is addressed and handled in school?


4.  How comfortable would you feel students are in reporting a bullying incident either involving themselves or as a bystander?  We live in the 21st century, what ways can you think of that may be alternatives to the way students can report?  Facebook their principal or counselor?  Texting?  Be creative.







5. If your child, or a loved one, experienced a traumatic event and needed to talk with someone, how well do you feel our school is equipped to handle these issues?  How important do you feel it is for not only our counselors but teachers and staff to be trained in helping students and being that resource?











6. Many of you provide stable homes to your children, therefore, there is a support network already established.  For those who may need additional support or for those students who have no support at home, what can/should the school provide?







7. We have all been made fun of at some point during school.  Things today, however, are very much different than 10-20 years ago.  With the media influence, computers, etc., students face an overwhelming number of challenges.  Since the majority of our employees grew up in a different era, what are some suggestions you may have that would raise awareness with our faculty/staff?









8. You were chosen for a reason to be a part of this group.  What do you feel is YOUR role in creating a more positive social environment at school?  What perspective can you bring that will help create a more positive social environment at school?







9.  If your child or loved one felt depressed, what could we do (as a school) to help?  Most of what we do is reactive, how could we be proactive in teaching kids how to cope?





10. Do you feel we place more emphasis on academic or social issues?  Why?  What is the school’s role in social education and how important do you think it is?












11. We are developing a comprehensive guidance and counseling plan at HMS.  What types of things do you feel need to be included?  Please share your ideas.








12. Do you feel HMS does a good job of educating students on how to cope with different struggles they may face?  Do you feel our teachers care about each student as a person or are mainly focused on getting academic results?  In your opinion, does a quality social education improve a child’s ability to learn?









13. If you were in charge, what are some things you would consider in developing a school culture that promoted acceptance and recognized students for their various gifts?  What changes would you make that related to equipping our students to face the many social challenges that exist – divorce, death, poverty, body image, bullying, etc.?
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