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November 8, 2010
STUDENT DISCUSSION PROMPTS
At your table, take a quick survey on the following.  Give a number representing how many students answer “yes” to the question.  Please be honest.
1. Do you know of a fellow students who may be going through a difficult time and is depressed?
2. In the past two weeks, have you been the victim of bullying?
3. In the past two weeks, have you witnessed an incident of bullying?
4. Have you witnessed a teacher this year ignore a bullying incident?
5. Have you witnessed a teacher address a bullying incident in an appropriate manner?
6. Do you think bullying is a problem at your school?
7. If you had a serious personal problem, would you feel comfortable talking to your school counselor about it?
8. Do you feel your counselor is equipped to handle all the issues that may face teens today?
9. Do you feel your school does a good job of educating students on how to cope with different struggles they may face?
10. Do you feel your teachers care about you as a person or are mainly focused on getting academic results?
Discuss the following and jot down the ideas, answers, suggestions, or thoughts of your group.  Again, PLEASE be honest.
1. What are all the issues you can think of that students may experience that could cause them to be depressed?
2. What is the most pressing issue?
3. What types of bullying do you see at school or away from campus?
4. How important is the teacher’s role in handling bullying?  How would you, as a student, like to see them react?
5. Share a personal story about being bullied. (Take volunteers.  Do not write this down.)
6. In what ways can the school help with bullying?  What would really help students your age stop bullying others?
7. Do programs or speakers we have make a difference?  Short-term?  Long-term?  Why or why not?
8. How comfortable would you feel students are in reporting a bullying incident either involving you or if you were a bystander?  We live in the 21st century, what ways can you think of that may be alternatives to the way students can report?  Facebook their principal or counselor?  Texting?  Be creative.
9. Who would you depend on in a major crisis?  If that person was unavailable?  Do you feel like there is someone at school you could talk to if you need to during the day?
10. We have all been made fun of at some point during school.  How did you cope with it at the moment it was happening?  What about afterwards when you returned home?  What made it stop?
11. How well would you say students are accepting of others that are different?
12. Do you feel like calling other students “retarded” is socially accepted among your peers?  Why?  Have you heard adults in the school use the word in a derogatory manner?  Do you feel awareness would help this issue?
13. You were chosen for a reason to be a part of this group.  What do you feel is YOUR role in creating a more positive social environment at school?  
14. If you felt depressed, what could we do (as a school) to help?  Most of what we do is reactive, how could we be proactive in teaching kids how to cope?
15. Do you feel we place more emphasis on academic or social issues?  Why?  What is the school’s role in social education and how important do you think it is?
16. If you were in charge, what are some things you would consider to develop a school culture that promoted acceptance and recognized students for various gifts?  What changes would you make that related to equipping our students to face  the many social challenges that exist – divorce, death, poverty, body image, bullying, etc.?
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