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Haleyville Middle School
Renaissance Activities 

Welcome Back! 
· Sidewalks and windows painted with chalk and window paint to welcome students on the first day of school. 
· Greeters (Local retired community volunteers) stationed at all doors welcoming students as they enter the building.
· Walls decorated with welcome activities and motivational quotes.
· First Day Rally (See 2010-2011 Theme Rally)
Wacky Watermelon Wednesday 
· Watermelon served to all students and teachers on one Wednesday during the school year to encourage socialization throughout different peer groups. 
· Seed spitting contest, winner gets a reward and picture in local newspaper and on school website.
· Get local farmers or grocery store to donate watermelons.
· Make sure you schedule the time when watermelons are readily available.
Hawaii 5.0 – Beach Party! (Part 1 and Part 2)
· Luau party (without sand and water!) to reward students who have perfect attendance for first 50 days of each semester.
· Roasted a pig first semester and Hawaiian Pizzas second semester 
· Free t-shirts for participants.
· Karaoke, games, limbo and hula hoop contest, Velcro jump, and LOTS of music!
LEAD –Lead, Educate, Assist, and Develop
· Program designed to inform and involve parents, community members, and students about societal issues affecting students and the community.
· Parent Forum created to discuss issues involving students.
· Student survey created and conducted to identify student’s greatest needs and issues outside of school.  Example:  Drugs, abuse, peer pressure, divorce, and, etc.
· Pilot program designed to address the results of survey.
Halloween Dance
· Developed as a fundraiser but allows teachers and students to interact outside of the classroom.
· Teachers and students dress up in attire of their choice (appropriate attire of course!).
· Pictures and Food sold at event.  Make a picture background and take pictures of students in front of it for $$$. 
· Decorations can be borrowed from parents and staff.  Hay bales are a must!  Great seating.




1000 Vocabulary Word Challenge
· Students learn and are tested on 100 vocabulary words weekly to pump up vocabulary scores. 
· Rewards given to grade level with highest averages.  Movies, popcorn party, and pizza.
· Videos created by students to act out the definition of different vocabulary words.
· Parents should be used to organize reward activities.
· Words introduced through English and Literature classes.
Talent Show
· Designed to encourage participation and showcase talent.
· All music has to be pre-approved and demonstrated to selected school personnel.  Recommendations and practice should be encouraged!
· Keep acts short, fun, and upbeat.
· Use teachers and staff as entertainment between changing of acts (Students love this!) 
· Charge a participant fee and admission fees.
· Make sure you have a sound system that will allow you to raise and lower voice sound.  If someone is not doing very well, you can help them out by allowing the actual musician’s voice to come through.  
Academic Pep Rally 
· This pep rally is a “high energy” celebration of academic excellence and achievement.
· The pep rallies have a theme basis and are held at least two times during the school year. 
2010-2011 Theme Rally
· First Day Rally 
· Separate students by grade level
· Play up beat and current music.  Remember this is for the kids!
· Loosen up the students with a teacher question game. (What is the name of principal’s dog?) Grade level winners get to throw Cool Whip pie at coach or teacher.  We kept score on a big screen! 
· Introduce rules and expectations.  
· Gave out principal cell phone number and students played a game with their own cell phones.  Students were invited to text a parent or guardian with the message, “I Love You”. The student that got a text back first with the same message, received $50.00.  This also communicated that the students could communicate with the principal away from school. 

· Just Dance 2 Rally 
· Students competed in Wii software dance game. You will need the Wii console, game, and equipment to project to big screen or Smart Board.
· Setup in gym with big screen so that all students and faculty can watch the competition.
· Students that want to participate compete a few days before the rally in small groups by grade level.  The Top Eight students will be the competitors at the rally.

Additional Student Ideas for the School Year
· Perfect Attendance Movie – Students with perfect attendance and an excellent discipline record will attend a movie at local theatre.
· Birthday Recognition – Birthdays of faculty and students will be announced over the intercom daily.
· All “A” Breakfast – Students who have made all A’s for the entire year are catered to a breakfast sponsored by Delta Kappa Gamma.
· CAUGHT! – If a teacher or student is “caught” going above and beyond in some way, they will be recognized by the principal either through the school website, by announcement over school intercom, or notated in the school newspaper.
Faculty/Staff Activities and Incentives
· Perfect Attendance Challenge – Any staff member with perfect attendance during a nine week period will be entered into a drawing for a free tank of gas or gift card.
· College Spirit Day – Staff can wear apparel from the college they graduated from to show their pride!
· Christmas Meal – Teachers and staff are fed a meal served by parents and volunteers.  Entertainment should be provided.  
· Meal and a Movie – Teachers and staff are invited to eat at a restaurant and attend a movie as a group.  Do this at least 3 times during the school year.
· Coupon Books – Teachers and staff receive coupon books filled with freebies and other privileges. Ask local businesses to donate percentage off coupons, administrators to give free lunch, milkshakes, or sit with your class for a period.  Your PTO or PTA could make these up too!

